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CALVERTON ςSecretary of Veterans Affairs Eric K. Shinseki recently announced that more than $32 million has been awarded to a New Jersey
construction company for gravesite expansion and site improvements at Calverton National Cemetery in Calverton, N.Y.  A groundbreaking ceremony for the 
gravesite expansion will be held on Monday, October 19, 2009 at 1:15 p.m.   U.S. Rep. Tim Bishop (N.Y. - 01) will serve asthe keynote speaker.

ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ǘƘƛǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǎƘǊƛƴŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ {ƘƛƴǎŜƪƛΦ  ά±! ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎt possible service to the 
Veterans of Long Island and greater New York City by developing new burial areas and improving existing facilities at Calverton bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅΦέ

The $32,191,900 contract was awarded to GC&P Fab-Con, LLC, a business firm from Flemington, N.J. with a local office in Riverhead, NY.  
Contractor/subcontractors will be employing approximately 75-80 employees through the course of the development to assist them in their projects.   The 
expansion is scheduled for completion in fall 2011.  

ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀǾŜǎƛǘŜ ŜȄǇŀƴǎƛƻƴ ŀŦŦƛǊƳǎ ±!Ωǎ ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ŀƭǾŜǊǘƻƴ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ /ŜƳŜǘŜǊȅ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ tƛŎŜǊƴƻΦ

This project will develop approximately 89 acres and includes approximately 33,000 pre-placed crypts, 4,800 columbarium niches, and 1,000 in-
ground cremation interment sites.  The project also includes administration building improvements; maintenance buildings improvements; roads; utilities; 
irrigation systems; signs; fencing; guardrails; landscaping; repair and paving of the existing roads, and Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) 
improvements.  

The LEED Green Building Rating System, developed by the U.S. Green Building Council, provides a suite of standards for environmentally sustainable 
construction reviewed for approval by the more than 10,000 membership organizations that make up the council.  State of the art technology will be used to 
improve on green effects.  

The cemetery serves approximately 800,000 Veterans in the New York City metropolitan area, conducting more than 6,600 interments in 2008 with 
over 214,000 interments since opening in 1978.  This project will provide an estimated additional 10 years of burial capacity.  Additional undeveloped land is 
available for future expansion of Calverton National Cemetery which will remain open and active for interments until the year2050.  

Veterans with a discharge issued under conditions other than dishonorable, their spouses and eligible dependent children can be buriedin a VA 
national cemetery.  Other burial benefits available for all eligible Veterans, regardless of whether they are buried in a national cemetery or a private cemetery, 
include a burial flag, a Presidential Memorial Certificate and a government headstone or marker.   Families of eligible decedents may also order a memorial 
headstone or marker when remains are not available for interment.

In the midst of the largest expansion since the Civil War, VA operates 130 national cemeteries in 39 states and Puerto Rico and 33 soldiers' lots and 
ƳƻƴǳƳŜƴǘ ǎƛǘŜǎΦ  aƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘǊŜŜ Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ±ŜǘŜǊŀƴǎ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǿŀǊ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŦƭƛŎǘΣ ŀǊŜ ōǳǊƛŜŘ ƛƴ ±!Ωǎ ƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭcemeteries on more than 18,000 
acres of land. 

For further information on this event, please contactCalverton National Cemetery at (631) 727-5410.
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Welcoming RemarksééééMichael G. Picerno, Director, Calverton National Cemetery

Kimberly M. Wright, Director, NCA Memorial Service Network I

Keynote Addressééééé...éTim Bishop, U.S. Congressman, 1st Congressional District

Remarksééééééééééé.éBarbara Blass, Deputy Riverhead Town Supervisor

Richard E. Creter, Vice President, G&C Fab-Con LLC

Groundbreakingééé.............ééééééééé.ééééMichael G. Picerno

Kimberly M. Wright

Tim Bishop
Barbara Blass
Deputy Riverhead Town Supervisor

Dennis Krulder
President, Support Committee at CNC

Richard E. Creter
Vice President, G&C Fab-Con LLC

Steve Levy
Suffolk County Executive

Peter R. Fernandez
Carter Van Dyke Associates A/E

Joe Richetti
Senior Resident Engineer

James Carter Griffith
President, G&C Fab-Con LLC

Richard Kitson
Chief, Voluntary Service, VAMC Northport

Tom Ronayne
Director, Suffolk County

Veterans Service Agency

Closing Remarkséééé.éééééé...ééé.éé.ééé.Michael G. Picerno
National Cemetery Administration honors Veterans with a final resting place in national shrines with lasting tributes that commemorate their service to our Nation

www.cem.va.gov.





Barbara Blass, Deputy Riverhead Town Supervisor, Mike 
Picerno, CNC Director and Congressman Tim Bishop with 

members of G & C Fab-Con LLC & Carter Van Dyke Associates.





Barbara Blass with CNC Asst. Director, Larry Williams





Welcoming remarks by Mike Picerno.







Congressman Tim Bishop delivering the keynote address.



Barbara  Blass, Deputy, Riverhead Town Supervisor.



Mike Picerno introducing MSN I Director, Kimberly Wright.


